A.L.F. STATEMENT 


An open letter to: 


Mr. Paul Olum 

Mr. John Mosely 

Mr. Greg Stickrod 

Mr. Richard Marrocco 

Mrs. Barbara Gordon-Lickey 

Other concerned officials, administrators, staff and faculty at the University 
of Oregon. 


The Animal Liberation Front would like to carify the issues and resp@md to some 
of the accusations made in connection with our raid and rescue actiog at the 
University of Oregon on October 26, ]986: 


This act was, first and foremost, a mission of mercy; a nonviolemt direct 
action carried out solely on behalf of the animals which were rescued, in 
order to free them from lives of forced confinement in steel cages inside 
sterile laboratories, and to allow them to live their lives under conditions 
more in line with their biological, psychological, and behavioral, as well as 
physical, needs. 

Secondarily, but no less important, it was an act of outright retribution 
aganist Drs. Gordon-Lickey and Marrocco; am expression of total rage and anger 
over the sadistic and brutal acts she has committed against hundreds of inno- 
cent baby kittens during her ]7-year career as a vivisector, and our frustra- 
tion over the failure of efforts to stop her. 

With this liberation, it was also our intention to demonstrate our un- 
willingness to accept the status quo of animal use and exploitation in princ- 
iple, even when carried out in accordance with established requirements of the 
law. We openly concedethat we found few instances of non-compliance with 
guidelines of the Federal Animal Welfare Act governing humane care and treat- 
ment of-laboratory animals, in comparison with violations we have uncoverec 
at other institutions , most notably the University of Pennsylvania, the 
University of California at Riverside, and the City of Hope medical center. 
This, however, is not enough. The fact that these animals were fo ted to 
live in a state of permanent confinement in unnatural and artificial environ- 
ments, i.e., caging systems, is ample justification for our action. In fur- 
ther support of our cause, though, are the cruel and brutal acts of physical 
and surgical mutilation these animals are forced to undergo; acts which con- 
stitute crimes against morality, as well as blatant violations of the dignity 
and sanctity of life itself. This is totally unacceptable. 

Furthermore, though we do not accept the concept of ownership applying 
to living beings, Most A.L.F. members are hard-working, tax-paying citizens, 
and our tax money was used to "purchase" these animals, including the cats and 
kittens in the breeding colony. We have not only as much right as Gordon- 
Lickey to determine how they will be allowed to live their lives, but even 
more right, since she has excercised such poor judgement in this regard by 
depriving them of thir most basic and fundamental rights, including their free- 
dom, thelr eyesight, and life itself.. Therefore, all we have done is “relocate” 
those whom we are rightfully entitled to relocate. 
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used in clinical experimentation, for instance, are false. The purpose of the 
cat breeding colony in Science I is to insure a constant, year-round supply 

of baby kittens for Gordon-Lickey to use in her visual deprivation experiments. 
All 10 of the kittens we rescued, as well as the 6 since born to Bootsy, were 
destined to suffer that fate. 

The number of animals officially claimed by the University to have been 
rescued (150), is also incorrect. We counted nearly 140 of the white rats 
alone, including newborns and juviniles, which we took from the main rat room 
of bldg. 114. This is not even counting the 16 brown and white adults kept 
Seperate in the back room. In addition, we took all 12 of the adult cats in 
the breeding colony, along with the 10 kittens, including Bootsy and her then- 
unborn litter, for a total of 28 cats, not la. The total count of animals 
rescued was well over 200. 

Contrary to'Mr. Stickrod's statement that “in all instances the equip- 
ment that has been damaged has been the machinery for animal care and not 
for the research work,“ the primate stereotaxic Gevice mentioned earlier, 
which we also filme? in our videotape, was in no way used for the care or 
trestment of any aninals, but was in fact ome of the most sinister instruments 
of torture ever devised by the human mind. We took particular delight in 
destroying it. 

ās for Mr. Stickrod's and Mr. Weston"s impassioned cries about how the 
rescued animals “are not being cared for,” and would have been better off 
left in the University's "care", these slick but vain appeals to public sym- 
pathy are ridiculous, and will not be taken seriously by anyone with even 
the vaguest notion of how these animals are forced to live - and die. The 
Photographs we have released to the press are ample evidence that they have | 
Been placed in private "safe" homes where they will be cared for in a manner 
befitting their dignity as individual, sentient, living beings. All of the 
fescuec kittens, for example, will be allowd to retain the normal eyesight 
they were born with throughout their natural lives. They will 
be allowed to grow and live unconfined by steel bars; to run, jump and play, 
climb a tree, hunt, chase a ball, or just sit and think cat thoughts, as cats 
were meant to do. The rabbits, with the exception of those unfortunate few 
who were recovered under uncertain circumstances, are now able to feel the 
goodness of the earth heneath their feet and the warmth of the sun above 
them. They love the fresh cabbage, lettuce, and carrots they recifye daily, 
and have proven to be quite affectionate. The rats, for the first time in 
their lives, are able to stand up ontheir rear legs and stretch to their 
full height, a new experience for them after living in the low-top contain- 
ers in which we found them. 

Also ironic is Mr. Stickrod's concern for the interests of hard working 
taxpayers, as if they would be billed directly and seperately for the over 
$50,000 cost of the damage we caused. In actuality, most of this amount, 
covering repair and replacement of equipment, will be deducted from grant 
funds already awarded, and will, as stated earlier, displace funds other- 
wise available for the purchase, abuse, and slaughter of live animals, which 


To the best of our knowlege, all animals were placed in good, safe homes; 
we rely on an intricate underground railroad network, much like the one used 
to transport fugitive slaves to the free states of the North in the last 
century, to bring all of the animals to Sancturary. However, much like the 
railroad of the 1800's, not all of the oppressed always find their way to 
freedom, due to unfortunate circumstances beyond our control; thousands of 
blacks were returned to the torment of slavery, and now 10 rabbits have been 
returned to their tormentors at the University of Oregon. At any rate, this 
represents but a small percentage of our total effort. Over 200 former victims 
are now free from the torture and death of vivisection. 
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the taxpayers would have had to pay for anyway. Furthermore , $50,000 
pales in comparison to the approximately $1.2 million which Gordon-Lickey has 
already spent over her 17-year career as a cat butcher. Mr. Stickrod fails to 
mention that she is even now billing the taxpayers nearly $350,000 for her 
current project, which is expected to consume another 300 baby kittens. We 
challenge Stickrod, Gordon-Lickey, or anyone else to present any tangible re- 
sults from these vast sums of money and animal lives, even a single document- 
ed case where the eyesight of a human was saved or improved. 

Lastly, the statement implying that only animals, and nothing else, were 
taken in our raid is an outright lie. You know full well that we have the 
color slides - over 400 of them - which we found in the office of room 304 of 
Science I. These may prove more damaging than amy other part of our effort, 
for they provide undeniable proof of the accusations made by us and others, 
including some of the most gruesome, repulsive, and incriminating examples 
of the systematic torture of living anisals that takes place behind the locked 
doors of your institution. The revelation you have been dreading is imminent, 
as we pian to release many of these to the public and the press shortly. 


In closing, we would like to state that, aside from having to leave the | 
monkeys behind, our only regret in connection with our action was thet it was 
meccessary to go to such extremes in the first place, when it would have been 
So simple, and much less costly on your part to avoid. We are aware thet you 
(University officials, faculty, and administrators) were given ample oppurtun- 
ity to address and respond to the specific cemeerns of the animal rights com- d 
munity over a reasonable length of time. Yet, through selfishness, greed, 
and an incredible display of arrogance, primarily on the part of Mr. Moseley, 
Mr. Stickrod, and Mr. Marrocco, you refused. You have now paid a high price 
for that arrogance. We sincerely hope that, among other things, this will 
serve as an example for other individuals end institutions to think long and 
hard, and consider carefully before making the same mistake. 

Your repeated vain attempts to pacify and placate the animal rights 
community by pointing to the creation of the Institutional Animal Care and 
Use Committee (IACUC) are an excercise in futility. This committee would 
provide little more than comic relief if the implications of its existance 
weren't so tragic. Considering that this body is composed almost entirely 
of individuals with strong vested interests in the continuation of animal 
abuse and exploitation by maintaining the status quo of current research and 
experimentation at the University of Oregon, it is a classic example of the 
proverbial "foxes guarding the chicken coop." The IACUC is clearly in violat- 
ion of even it's own inadequate guidelines, particularly those relating to the 
sociological, biological, ecological, psychological, and behavioral requirements 
of animals. Anyone with even an intuitive understanding of animal ethology 
would agree that no animal care committee which allows the kind of offenses 
against animals that this one does is a committee that cares even remotely 
for the interests of the animals it oversees. 

Be realistic. You really didn't expect to continue jacking the animal 
rights people around the way you have without eventually running up against 
active resistance, did you? As you probably realize by now, as others have in 
the past,this particular political movement is no longer willing to accept 
such arrogance, and has grown strong enough to back up that unwillingness. And, 
as you have seen firsthand, though the A.L.F. is but a small and militant 
faction of the animal rights movement, we are fully capable of making our point 
in an extreme and dramatic way when we desire to do so. We see our actions 
as small victories in the larger war being waged by humanity against the planet 
earth and all it's occupant life forms. We, of course, have aligned ourselves 
with the latter side in this conflict, which is no longer a passive struggle 





